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The pu rpose  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  v a l i d a t e  a c o n c is e  c lass ro o m  
in s t r u m e n t ,  easy  t o  a d m in i s t e r  and s c o r e ,  w hich  would i n d i c a t e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  l e v e l s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  re a d in g  f o r  e d u c a t io n a l ly  
d is ad v a n ta g ed  e lem en ta ry  p u p i l s .  The i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  as  
i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading I n v e n to r y , 
Form B, were compared to  th e  re a d in g  com posite  s c o re s  o f  th e  S c ien ce  
R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey . Achievement S e r i e s . Forms E/ 
P rim ary  I I  and F /B lue  L ev e l,  and th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  a s  i d e n t i f i e d  
by th e  S tan d a rd  Reading I n v e n to r y , Form A. The P earson  p ro d u c t -  
moment method o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  was c a l c u l a t e d  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  d eg rees  
o f  agreem ent among th e  t h r e e  t e s t  s c o re s  f o r :  t h i r d  g rad e  and s i x t h
g ra d e ;  male and fem ale  f o r  each g ra d e  l e v e l  and f o r  t h e  g rad e  l e v e l s  
combined; ove rage  p u p i l s  and p u p i l s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ages  f o r  each  g rad e  
l e v e l  and f o r  th e  g rad e  l e v e l s  combined; and u p p e r  h a l f  and lower h a l f ,  
a s  de te rm in ed  by th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S u rvey . 
Achievement S e r i e s  m edian , f o r  each g ra d e  l e v e l  and f o r  t h e  g rade  
l e v e l s  combined. T e s ts  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05 and .01 l e v e l s  o f  
c o n f id e n c e  were a p p l i e d .
The s tu d y  was c o n f in e d  to  f i f t y - o n e  t h i r d  g rad e  p u p i l s  and 
s e v e n ty - f o u r  s i x t h  g ra d e  p u p i l s  i n  a r u r a l  L o u is ia n a  p a r i s h  s c h o o l .  
These p u p i l s  w ere  i d e n t i f i e d  as e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  on th e  
b a se s  o f  t h e i r  r e s id e n c e  i n  an  econ o m ica lly  d ep r iv e d  a re a  and t h e i r  
com posite  s c o r e s ,  w hich w ere one o r  more y e a r s  below a c t u a l  g rad e
viii
p lacem en t,  on th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S u rv ey , 
Achievement: S e r i e s . N in e ty  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  f o r  th e  s tudy  
was b l a c k .
The fo l lo w in g  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  agreem ent among th e  t e s t  s c o re s  
we re  id  e n t i  f i  e d :
1. A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e  S tan d a rd  Reading 
In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  
were p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The 
o v e r a l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  was 0 .916 and th e  ra n g e  was 0 .374  to  
0 .9 5 1 .
2. The S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S u rvey , 
Achievem ent S e r i e s  re a d in g  s c o re s  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  
s c o re s  y i e l d e d  c o r r e l a t i o n s  ran g in g  from -0 .3 1 0  to  0 .9 6 2 .  The 0 .962  
c o r r e l a t i o n  met th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .  The o v e r a l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  g ra d e s  t h r e e  and s i x  was 
0 .8 4 3 ,  w hich was s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
3. The o v e r a l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S urvey , Achievement S e r i e s  re a d in g  s c o re s  and 
th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was 0 .8 2 2 , 
w hich  was s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The c o r r e l a ­
t i o n s  ranged  from -0 .3 2 2  to  0 .9 4 8 .  The 0 .948  c o r r e l a t i o n  was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
When f a c t o r s  o f  g rad e  p lacem en t,  s ex ,  ag e ,  and l e v e l  were 
c o n s id e re d  f o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  g e n e r a l ­
i z a t i o n s  w ere  made:
A. C o r r e l a t i o n s  made f o r  t h i r d  g ra d e  w ere  g e n e r a l ly  the
lo w e s t .
B. C o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  m ales  w e re  g e n e r a l ly  h ig h e r  than  th o se  
f o r  f e m a le s .
C. H ighest  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  th e  th r e e  com bina tions  o f  t e s t s  
were f o r  m ales whose re a d in g  t e s t  s c o r e s  w ere  above t h e  Science  
R esearch  A ss o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey . Achievement S e r i e s  median 
s c o r e s  o f  th e  sample a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  g rade  l e v e l .
Do C o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  s co re s  which were above th e  Sc ience  
R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey . Achievement S e r i e s  median 
s c o r e s  o f  th e  sample were g e n e r a l l y  h ig h e r  th a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  fo r  
s c o r e s  w hich  w e re  below th e  m edian.
E. N e i th e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  o v e rag e  p u p i l s  n o r  fo r  p u p i l s  o f  
a p p r o p r i a t e  ages w ere  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h ig h  o r  low.
W ith in  th e  sample o f  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  e lem en ta ry  
p u p i l s ,  th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  
a p p ea red  t o  be a v a l i d  in s t ru m e n t  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
re ad in g  l e v e l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  u p p e r  e le m e n ta ry  p u p i l s .  S l i g h t l y  
h ig h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t e s t  agreem ents  w e re  n o te d  f o r  boys and f o r  
p u p i l s  who w ere  n o t  p la c e d  i n  t h e  lo w est  ex trem e o f  t h e i r  c l a s s  on 




One o f  th e  b a s ic  p r i n c i p l e s  u n d e r ly in g  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  r e a d in g  
i s  th e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  where a p u p i l  i s  a b le  to  p r o p e r ly  fu n c t io n .  
I n s t r u c t i o n  in  r e a d in g  i s  th en  i n i t i a t e d  a t ,  o r  s l i g h t l y  below t h a t  
p o i n t , i n  o rd e r  to  h e lp  th e  p u p i l  p ro g r e s s  a s  f a r  and a s  f a s t  a s  he 
can  toward h i s  p o t e n t i a l  a b i l i t y .  Such an  i n i t i a l  d e te r m in a t io n  may 
be b ro a d ly  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  d i a g n o s i s ;  t h e r e f o r e  th e  im p l i c a t io n  can be 
made t h a t  d ia g n o s i s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  good te a c h in g .
In  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e a d in g ,  a model developed  by S tra n g  (1965: 70, 
71) h e lp ed  c l a r i f y  th e  r o l e  o f  d ia g n o s i s  in  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n s .
0 = th e  c h i l d  o r  c h i ld r e n  b e in g  ta u g h t .
S = th e  l e a r n in g  s i t u a t i o n s  in  w hich th e s e  c h i l d r e n  
a r e  p la c e d .
R = th e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  th e s e  c h i l d r e n  to  th e  le a r n in g  
s i t u a t i o n .
T = th e  im p re s s io n s  o r  t r a c e s  from th e  re sp o n se  
l e f t  on th e  nerv o u s  system .
P = th e  p e r c e p t io n s  which deve lop  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  many 
such e x p e r ie n c e s .
T h is  c y c l i c  n a tu r e  o f  th e  l e a r n in g  p ro c e ss  ten d s  to  i l l u s t r a t e  






purpose  o f  h e lp in g  th e  t e a c h e r  in  th e  s e l e c t i o n  of th e  l e a r n in g  
s i t u a t i o n ,  S, d ia g n o s i s  can ta k e  p la c e  a t  th e  0 l e v e l ,  p r i o r  to  
i n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  can  a l s o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  th e  re s p o n se  l e v e l ,  R. Here th e
te a c h e r  can  a s s e s s  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  l e a r n in g  s i t u a t i o n  which 
was d e v e lo p ed . This  s tu d y  e x p lo re d  i n i t i a l  c la s s ro o m  d ia g n o s t i c  p ro ­
ced u re s  w hich g ive  th e  t e a c h e r  d i r e c t i o n  toward th e  l e a r n in g  s i t u a t i o n  
f o r  each  c h i l d .
C lassroom  te a c h e r s  can p r o f i t  from developm ent o f  s k i l l s  in  
d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  r e s u l t s ,  and i n s t i t u t i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a d ju s tm e n ts .  The f a i l u r e  o f  t e a c h e r s  to  do so may be 
a t t r i b u t e d  to  two myths which have deve loped  a b o u t  d i a g n o s i s :  (1)
d ia g n o s i s  r e q u i r e s  th e  u se  o f  s p e c i a l l y  d e s ig n e d  t e s t s  which y i e l d  
r e s u l t s  too  c o m p lic a te d  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  and (2) d ia g n o s i s  
r e q u i r e s  h ig h ly  t r a i n e d ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  t e s t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  T eachers  
should  r e a l i z e  t h a t  d i a g n o s t i c  t e a c h in g  i s  n o t  r e s e r v e d  f o r  th o se  w i th  
s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  in  th e  use  o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  m a t e r i a l s .  D iag n o sis  
a t  th e  te a c h in g  l e v e l  i s  a  p r e s s in g  and r e l e v a n t  n eed .
The d i a g n o s t i c  p ro c e s s  i s  d ependen t upon th e  e d u c a t o r ' s  a b i l i t y  
to  u se  th e  d i a g n o s t i c  t o o l s  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  and upon h i s  a b i l i t y  to  
i n t e r p r e t  and u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  d a ta  in  c la ss ro o m  p r a c t i c e .  A p e rso n  
co n d u c t in g  a d ia g n o s i s  shou ld  u se  o n ly  th e  a v a i l a b l e  d a ta  w hich  h e  i s  
com peten t t o  i n t e r p r e t .
The m ajor s o u rc e s  f o r  c lass ro o m  d ia g n o s i s  in c lu d e  sch o o l 
r e c o r d s ,  o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  th e  c h i l d  in  h i s  c la s s ro o m  r e a d in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
and a v a i l a b l e  t e s t  s c o r e s .  C o n s id e ra t io n s  f o r  th e  purpose  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  in v o lv e  t e s t  s c o r e s .
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Many t e a c h e r s  u se  t e s t  s c o r e s  to  p la n  f u t u r e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and 
to  group c h i l d r e n .  W hether o r  n o t  t e s t  s c o r e s  a r e  u s e f u l  depends 
upon th e  ty p es  o f  in s t ru m e n ts  used  and subsequen t p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n s  o f  th e  r e s u l t s .  Three b a s i c  ty p e s  o f  t e s t i n g  in s t ru m e n ts  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c la ss ro o m  d i a g n o s i s :  s t a n d a rd iz e d  t e s t s ,  fo rm al 
i n v e n t o r i e s ,  and teache r-m ade  in fo rm a l i n v e n t o r i e s .  R ead ing  s p e c i a l i s t s  
e x p re s s  d is a g re e m e n t  c o n ce rn in g  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  in fo rm a t io n  
g a in ed  from r e a d in g  t e s t s  and th e  v a lu e  i t  has  f o r  th e  c lass ro o m  t e a c h e r .
T eachers  r e g u l a r l y  c o n s u l t  t e s t  s c o r e s  f o r  p ro p e r  p lacem ent 
l e v e l s  f o r  p u p i l s  in  t h e i r  t e x t s .  They a sk  th e  q u e s t i o n ,  "Which 
r e a d in g  t e s t s  p ro v id e  th e  b e s t  e s t im a te  o f  match between p u p i l  and 
book f o r  th e  pu rpose  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ? "  In o rd e r  to a s s i g n  m a t e r i a l s  
which c h a l l e n g e  th e  r e a d e r  w i th o u t  d is c o u r a g in g  him, a t e a c h e r  must 
know a p u p i l ' s  r e a d in g  l e v e l .  I f  a p u p i l  r e c e iv e s  i n s t r u c t i o n  from 
m a t e r i a l s  w hich a r e  too  e asy  f o r  him, he  i s  n o t  m o t iv a te d  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  to  a t t a i n  maximum grow th. C o n v erse ly ,  i f  a p u p i l  i s  
i n s t r u c t e d  from books w hich  a r e  too  d i f f i c u l t ,  h e  may become f r u s t r a t e d  
and d i s i l l u s i o n e d  when he i s  u n ab le  to  a t t a i n  th e  l e v e l s  of ach ievem ent 
s e t  f o r  him.
A lthough  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  d e te rm in e  e a c h  p u p i l ' s  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l  in  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  a p p r o p r ia t e  re a d in g  
m a t e r i a l s ,  th e  a c t u a l  pe rfo rm ance  o f  t h i s  t a s k  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  
im p o s s i b l e , f o r  many av e rag e  c la s s ro o m  t e a c h e r s .  More r e l i a b l e  and 
e a s i l y  a d m in is te r e d  t e s t s  f o r  d e te rm in in g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  
a r e  c r i t i c a l l y  needed .
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The problem  was to  d e te rm in e  th e  d eg re e  o f  agreem ent which e x i s t s  
among th e  g rade  l e v e l  s c o r e s  o f  th e  Reading Composite o f  th e  S c ien ce  
R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S urvey . Achievement S e r i e s , th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading I n v e n to r y , and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading 
In v e n to ry  when th e y  w ere used to  i d e n t i f y  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  
l e v e l s  o f  s e l e c t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d  p u p i l s .
For each  t e s t i n g  co m bina tion  the  fo l lo w in g  com parisons were made 
w i th in  th e  r e s e a r c h  sam ple :
(1) t h i r d  g rade  and s i x t h  g ra d e ,
(2) upper h a l f  and low er h a l f  f o r  each  g rade  l e v e l  and f o r  
th e  g rade  l e v e l s  combined,
(3) male and fem ale  fo r  each  grade  l e v e l  and f o r  th e  g rade  
l e v e l s  combined,
(4) overage  p u p i l s  and p u p i l s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ag es  fo r  each  
g rad e  l e v e l  and f o r  th e  g rade  l e v e l s  combined.
QUESTION TO BE ANSWERED
This  s tu d y  was concerned  w i th  th e  fo l lo w in g  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n :
I s  t h e r e  a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  among th e  mean g rad e  e q u iv a l e n t  
s c o re s  o f  th e  R eading Composite o f  th e  S c ie n ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  
A ssessm ent Survey , Achievement S e r i e s , th e  S tan d a rd  Reading I n v e n to r y , 
and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  of the  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry ?
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY
Classroom  t e a c h e r s  need in s t ru m e n ts  to  a id  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  
l e v e l s  a t  which p u p i l s  should  be i n s t r u c t e d  in  r e a d in g  f o r  maximum
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growth to  r e s u l t .  T h is  s tu d y  a t te m p te d  to  v a l i d a t e  an in s t ru m e n t  
which was s u i t e d  to  d e te rm in in g  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  o f  
s e l e c t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d  c h i l d r e n .
DELIMITATIONS
The s tu d y  was c o n f in e d  to  one hundred tw e n ty - f iv e  p u p i l s  in  
t h e  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g ra d e s  a t  Bains E lem en ta ry  School in  West F e l i c i a n a  
P a r i s h ,  L ou is iana ,w ho  were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d .  
A l l  p u p i l s  so d e s ig n a te d  who rem ained  in  th e  sch o o l  f o r  the  d u r a t io n  o f  
the  t e s t i n g  p e r io d  were in c lu d e d .
DEFINITION OF TERMS
Word O p p o s i te s  T es t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  - te n  graded l i s t s  
o f  te n  words each  r e p r e s e n t i n g  sam ples o f  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  a t  l e v e l s  
1, 21 , 22 , 31 , 32 , 4 ,  5 , 6 ,  7 -8 ,  9-12 w i th  t h r e e  g rade  s c o re s  p o s s i b l e :  
f r u s t r a t i o n  l e v e l  (0-60 p e r c e n t ) ; i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l  (70-80 p e r c e n t ) ; 
and f r e e  r e a d in g  l e v e l  (90-100 p e r c e n t ) .
C o e f f i c i e n t  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  - a m easure o f  th e  d eg ree  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between two s e t s  o f  m easu res .  A w id e ly  used  m easure o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  the  product-m om ent c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  d e v ise d  by 
P ea rso n .
E d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  p u p i l  - a p u p i l  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  an  a r e a  o f  
economic d e p r i v a t i o n  a s  d e s ig n a te d  by th e  O f f i c e  o f  H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n ,  
and W elfa re  whose com posite  s c o r e  on th e  S c ie n ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  
s ta n d a r d iz e d  ach ievem ent t e s t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was one o r  more y e a r s  
below h i s  a c t u a l  g rade  p lacem en t.
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In fo rm a l r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  -  an  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  measurement in s t ru m e n t  
o f  r e a d in g  p e rfo rm an ce ,  based  on s ta n d a rd  c r i t e r i a ,  from w hich th e  
s u b j e c t  r e a d s ,  s i l e n t l y  and o r a l l y ,  s e l e c t e d  p a ssa g es  from a g raded  
s e r i e s  o f  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  in  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  h i s  f u n c t io n a l  r e a d ­
in g  l e v e l s .
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l  -  th e  h ig h e s t  re a d in g  l e v e l  a t  which s y s te m a t ic  
i n s t r u c t i o n  shou ld  be i n i t i a t e d .  D esigna ted  a s  a g rade  e q u i v a l e n t ,  
t h i s  was th e  l e v e l  a t  w hich s tu d e n t s  were ex p ec ted  to  make th e  maximal 
g row th w i th  t e a c h e r  d i r e c t i o n .
S c ie n ce  R esea rch  A s s o c i a t e s  A ssessm ent S urvey . Achievem ent S e r i e s  -  
a s ta n d a r d iz e d  in s t ru m e n t  d e s ig n e d  to  m easure  ach ievem ent in  r e a d in g ,  
language  a r t s ,  and m a th em atics .  Composite s c o re s  used  in  t h i s  s tu d y  
r e f e r r e d  to  g rade  e q u iv a l e n t  d e s ig n a t io n  d e r iv e d  from th e  r e a d in g ,  
language  a r t s ,  and m athem atics  s c o r e s .  Reading com posite  s c o re s  
r e f e r r e d  to  th e  g rade  e q u iv a l e n t  s c o re s  from th e  r e a d in g  s u b t e s t s  
o n ly .
S tan d a rd  R eading In v e n to ry  -  an  i n d iv id u a l  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  e le v e n  s t o r i e s  f o r  o r a l  r e a d in g ,  e i g h t  s t o r i e s  f o r  
s i l e n t  r e a d in g ,  and e le v e n  word l i s t s  f o r  m easu ring  word pronouncement 
a b i l i t y  in  i s o l a t i o n .  E leven  b a s i c  book l e v e l s  were sam pled, p re ­
p r im e r ,  p r im e r ,  Is , 21 , 2s , 31 , 32 , 4 ,  5 , 6 ,  and 7 . S co r in g  was based  
on o r a l  r e a d in g  e r r o r s ,  u n a id ed  and a id e d  r e c a l l  com prehension.
V a l i d i t y  -  th e  e x t e n t  to  which a t e s t  m easures what i t  i s  p u rp o r te d  
to  m easure .
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PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY
The p o p u la t io n  fo r  t h i s  s tu d y  was composed o f  th e  t h i r d  and 
s i x t h  g rad e  s tu d e n t s  who were d e s ig n a te d  a s  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  
on th e  b a s i s  o f  the  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey 
A chievem ent S e r i e s  a d m in is te r e d  e a r l y  in  th e  1972-73 sch o o l  y e a r  in  
West F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h ,  L o u is ia n a .  P u p i l s  whose s c o re s  f e l l  below th e  
f i f t h  p e r c e n t i l e  ran k  were e l im in a te d  from th e  s tu d y .
The S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey  Achievem ent 
S e r i e s  was a d m in is te r e d  by th e  c lass ro o m  te a c h e r s  w i th  th e  h e lp  o f  
th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  The s c o r in g  o f  th e s e  t e s t s  was com ple ted  by com puter. 
A d m in i s t r a t io n  and s c o r in g  o f  th e  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  were com ple ted  
by th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  A l l  t e s t  s c o re s  were coded and t r a n s f e r r e d  to  
computer c a r d s .  The P earson  product-moment method was u sed  to  c a l c u l a t e  
th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s .  The s t a t i s t i c a l  f in d in g s  were summarized 
and c o n c lu s io n s  drawn.
ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
The rem a inder  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was o rg a n iz ed  i n to  fo u r  c h a p te r s .
A rev iew  o f  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  was summarized in  C hap ter  2 ; th e  e x p e r i ­
m e n ta l  p ro c e d u re s  and so u rces  o f  d a ta  w ere  d e s c r ib e d  i n  C h ap te r  3, 
and C hap ter  4 was a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  d a ta  c o l l e c t e d .  
C h ap te r  5 o f f e r e d  summarieSj c o n c lu s io n s  and recommendations fo r  
f u tu r e  s tu d y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  in fo rm a t io n  g a in ed  from t h i s  r e s e a r c h .
Chapter 2
REVIEW OF REIATED LITERATURE
T h is  c h a p te r  was c o n f in e d  to  a rev iew  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a rd in g  
(1) th e  im portance  o f  d e te rm in in g  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  
l e v e l s ,  (2) th e  g e n e r a l  u se  o f  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  and in fo rm a l  
r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  s c o r e s  f o r  d e te rm in in g  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
r e a d in g  l e v e l s ,  (3) th e  u se  o f  th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and 
th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to r y , and (4) th e  t e s t  perfo rm ance  o f  poor 
r e a d e r s .
IMPORTANCE OF DETERMINING APPROPRIATE 
INSTRUCTIONAL READING LEVELS
The use o f  in a p p r o p r ia t e  m a t e r i a l s  a s  a m ajor c o n t r i b u t i n g  cause  
o f  r e a d in g  d i f f i c u l t y  was confirm ed by e d u c a t io n  a u t h o r i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  l i t e r a t u r e  (Ephron, 1953; Lee and Lee, 1960; H a r r i s ,  1970). Cooper 
(1952) and o th e r s  ( J o n e s ,  1948; Dunkeld, 1971) v a l i d a t e d  th ro u g h  r e s e a r c h  
th e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  g r e a t e r  g a in s  in  ach ievem ent were made by p u p i l s  when 
r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  were a d ju s t e d  to  t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Y et, 
B o te l  (1957) n o te d ,  "Seven to  t e n  m i l l i o n  p u p i l s  in  ou r s c h o o ls  a r e  
r e a d in g  books w hich a r e  too  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them ."
T h e re fo re ,  some a u t h o r i t i e s  re g a rd ed  th e  ta s k  o f  s e l e c t i n g  
s u i t a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  th e  c h i l d ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l  fo r  r e a d in g  
i n s t r u c t i o n  a s  one o f  a t e a c h e r ' s  fo rem ost r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  H a r r is
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(1970:139) summarized t h i s  b e l i e f :
The most im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  to  answ er ab o u t a 
c h i l d ' s  r e a d in g  i s :  How d i f f i c u l t  a book can  t h i s
c h i l d  re a d ?  On th e  answer to  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  depends 
n o t  o n ly  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p u p i l s  i n t o  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l  groups b u t  a l s o  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  b a s a l  r e a d e r s  
and su pp lem en ta ry  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s .
A u s t in  and Huebner (1962:342) co n cu r red  w i th  H a r r i s ,  when they  
e x p re s se d  two c u r r e n t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  needs  (1) a c c u r a t e  a p p r a i s a l  o f  
each  p u p i l ' s  l e v e l  o f  r e a d in g  ach iev em en t ,  and (2) th e  u se  o f  such 
in fo r m a t io n  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  r e a d in g  methods 
and m a t e r i a l s .
The te c h n iq u e s  and in s t ru m e n ts  used  f o r  d e te rm in in g  r e a d in g  
l e v e l s  and a s s ig n in g  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  maximum p u p i l  
grow th were th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  numerous s t u d i e s  over th e  p a s t  f o r t y  
y e a r s .
USE OF STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES AND INFORMAL READING 
INVENTORY SCORES TO DETERMINE INSTRUCTIONAL READING LEVELS
S ta n d a rd iz e d  re a d in g  t e s t s  and in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n t o r i e s  
were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  the  two most w id e ly  used  ty p e s  o f  in s t ru m e n ts  
employed to  e s t im a te  re a d in g  ach iev em en t .  A ccord ing  to  S tran g  (1969: 
132), s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t s  were a d m in is te r e d  most f r e q u e n t ly ,  even w h i le  
r e s e a r c h e r s  c o n t in u e d  to  e x p re s s  d i f f e r i n g  o p in io n s  r e g a rd in g  th e  u s e ­
f u ln e s s  o f  th e  d a ta  fo r  c la ss ro o m  t e a c h e r s .  The fo l lo w in g  s t u d i e s  
compared s ta n d a r d iz e d  r e a d in g  s c o re s  and f u n c t io n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  
a s  i d e n t i f i e d  by in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s .
B e t t s  (1940) r e p o r te d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s t a n d a rd iz e d  r e a d in g  t e s t s  
d e s ig n e d  f o r  u se  a t  the  f i f t h  g rade  l e v e l  r a t e d  p u p i l s  from one to
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fo u r  g ra d e s  above t h e i r  a c t u a l  ach ievem ent l e v e l .  Ten p e r c e n t  of 
th e  c l a s s  t e s t e d  in  th e  B e t t s  s tu d y  d id  n o t  e x h i b i t  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e a d in g  
b e h a v io r  in  f i r s t  g rade  m a t e r i a l s ,  y e t  some o f  th e  t e s t s  graded th e se  
p u p i l s  no lower than  second , t h i r d ,  o r  f o u r th  g rad e  l e v e l .
A no ther  e a r l y  s tu d y  was com ple ted  by K i l l g a l l o n  (1942). The 
s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  used  in  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p la c e d  p u p i l s  an  a v e rag e  
o f  one g rade  above t h e i r  p lacem ent a s  de te rm in ed  from a re a d in g  
in v e n to ry .
In h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  s ta n d a rd iz e d  
and in fo rm a l  e s t i m a te s  o f  r e a d in g  l e v e l s ,  B o te l  (1957 :25-39) found the  
fo l lo w in g  p e rc e n ta g e s  in  g rad es  two th ro u g h  s i x ,  u s in g  1 ,400 p u p i l s .
In g rade  two, e i g h t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p u p i l s  were o v e r r a te d  by th e  
s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t  from one to  f i v e  l e v e l s ,  e le v e n  p e rc e n t  were r a t e d  
p r o p e r ly ,  and fo u r  p e rc e n t  were u n d e r r a te d  one o r  two l e v e l s .  In  
g rade  t h r e e ,  e i g h t y - s i x  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p u p i l s  w ere  o v e r r a te d  by th e  
s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  from one to  f i v e  l e v e l s ,  s ev e n te en  p e r c e n t  were 
r a t e d  p ro p e r ly ,  and f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  were u n d e r r a te d  from one to  
th r e e  l e v e l s .  In  th e  in te r m e d ia te  g ra d e s  each  r a t i n g  was a p p ro x im a te ly
th e  same; one t h i r d  o v e r r a te d  from one to  f i v e  l e v e l s ,  one t h i r d  r a t e d
p r o p e r ly ,  and one t h i r d  u n d e r r a te d  by th e  s t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t .
Using o n ly  f i f t y - s i x  p u p i l s  in  th e  s i x t h  g ra d e ,  McCracken (1962:
368) conducted  a s i m i l a r  s tu d y  from which he concluded  t h a t  th e  s t a n ­
d a rd iz e d  re a d in g  s c o re s  w ere  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  th a n  re a d in g  pe rfo rm ­
an ces  a s  d e te rm in ed  by an  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to ry .  He c a l c u l a t e d  
s i x t y - t h r e e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s  would be p la c e d  a t  f r u s t r a t i o n  
re a d in g  l e v e l s  i f  the  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  were used to  d e te rm in e  
the  l e v e l  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .
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R esearch  c o n c e rn in g  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s  co n tin u e d  to  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on a s s e s s i n g  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  in fo rm a l  to  s ta n d a rd iz e d  
t e s t i n g  p ro c e d u res  i n  d e te rm in in g  an  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e a d in g  l e v e l .
S ince  1961 f o u r te e n  s t u d i e s  which made such  com parisons  were r e p o r t e d .  
These s t u d i e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  in  T ab le  1.
In  one o f  th e  s t u d i e s ,  S ipay  (1962) a d m in is te r e d  t h r e e  w e l l
known s ta n d a r d iz e d  r e a d in g  ach ievem ent t e s t s  and an  in fo rm a l  re a d in g  
in v e n to ry  from a w id e ly  used  b a s a l  r e a d e r  s e r i e s .  His p o p u la t io n  o f  
202 s u b j e c t s  was drawn from e i g h t  f o u r th  g rad e  c l a s s e s .  For the  purpose  
o f  d e te rm in in g  the  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  from th e  in fo rm a l  r e a d ­
in g  in v e n to r y ,  S ipay  used  two s e t s  o f  c r i t e r i a .  When th e  more s t r i n g e n t
c r i t e r i a  were u sed ,  a l l  t h r e e  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t s  ten d ed  to  o v e re s t im a te
th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l  by a p p ro x im a te ly  one o r  more g rade  l e v e l s .
When th e  more la x  c r i t e r i a  were u s e d ,  th e  t h r e e  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t s  
o v e re s t im a te d  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  from 0 .1 1  to  1 .02 g rade  l e v e l s .
G la se r  (1965) added a new dim ension  t o  such s t u d i e s  when he 
s e l e c t e d  r e t a r d e d  s e v e n th  g rade  r e a d e r s  and advanced t h i r d  g rade  
r e a d e r s ,  a l l  o f  whom had sco red  between 5 .0  and 5 .9  on th e  Gates 
Reading S u rv ey . The f in d in g s  i n d ic a te d  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  o f  
b o th  groups were c o n s i s t e n t l y  lower than  th e  l e v e l s  i n d ic a te d  by the  
s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s ,  w i th  a s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  sp read  f o r  the  
r e t a r d e d  r e a d e r s .
Somewhat in  c o n t r a s t  to  the  c o n c lu s io n s  in  o th e r  s t u d i e s ,  
W ill iam s  (1964) found t h a t  the  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Reading T e s t  and the  
G ates Reading Survey p la c e d  s tu d e n t s  r e l a t i v e l y  n e a r  t h e i r  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l  l e v e l s  based  on in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  perform ance  in  
f a m i l i a r  b a s a l  r e a d e r  m a t e r i a l .  Davis (1965) a l s o  found ev idence  o f
Table  1
S tu d ie s  R e la te d  to  C o n cu rren t  Perform ance 
on In fo rm a l Reading I n v e n to r i e s  and 
S ta n d a rd iz e d  Reading T e s ts  
1962-1972
R e se a rc h e r Year S ta n d a rd iz e d  T e s t
D a n ie ls 1962 G ates Advanced P rim ary  Reading T es t
S ipay 1962 C a l i f o r n i a  Reading T e s t  
G ates Reading Survey 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement
Brown 1964 C a l i f o r n i a  Reading T es t 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement 
Iowa E v e ry -P u p i l  T e s ts  o f  B asic  Ski] 
G ates Reading Survey
McCracken 1964 Iowa E v e ry -P u p i l  T e s ts  o f  Basic  
S k i l l s ,  T e s t  A
W ill iam s 1964 C a l i f o r n i a  Reading T e s t  
G ates R eading Survey 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement
Davis 1965 G ates Reading Survey 
S ta n fo rd  Achievement T e s t
G la se r 1965 G ates R eading  Survey
L e ib e r t 1966 G ates Advanced Prim ary  Reading T e s t
P a t ty 1966 Gilmore O ra l  Reading T es t  
Gray O ra l  Reading T e s t
DunkeId 1971 G ates -M acG in it ie  Reading T es t
M ar tin 1971 D u r r e l l  L i s t e n in g  Reading S e r i e s  
G a te s -M acG in it ie  Reading T e s t
Johns 1972 Gates M ac -G in i t ie  Reading T e s t s ,  
Survey D
Smith 1972 D u r r e l l  L is te n in g -R e a d in g  S e r i e s  
Gates M a c -G in i t ie  Reading T e s t ,  
Survey D
Wade 1972 D u r r e l l  L i s t e n in g  Reading S e r i e s ,  
Advanced L e v e l ,  Form D E 




agreem ent between s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  and c e r t a i n  in fo rm a l  t e s t s ,  
i n c lu d in g  th e  Temple In fo rm a l Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  B o te l  Reading 
I n v e n to r y , when they  were compared a t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  re a d in g  l e v e l s .
From h i s  s tu d y ,  Davis concluded  t h a t  th e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  ev id en ce  
to  recommend the  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  s ta n d a r d iz e d  te c h n iq u e s  fo r  in fo rm a l 
te c h n iq u e s  o f  e v a lu a t io n .
D i f f e r e n c e s  in  g rade  p lacem ent were r e p o r te d  by L e ib e r t  (1966) 
when he compared in fo rm a l  re a d in g  in v e n to ry  perform ance  and Gates 
Advanced P r im ary  Reading T e s t  s c o re s  f o r  second g ra d e  p u p i l s .  However, 
he o f f e r e d  th e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  m ight have been due to  th e
w id e r  range  o f  s k i l l s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  group s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t .
Brown (1964) found no c o n s i s t e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between perfo rm ­
ance  o f  f o u r th  g rade  s tu d e n t s  on f iv e  s ta n d a r d iz e d  s i l e n t  re a d in g  t e s t s  
and on in fo rm a l  re a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s .  P a t t y  (1966) a r r i v e d  a t  a s i m i l a r  
c o n c lu s io n .  He found i t  im p o ss ib le  to  g e n e r a l i z e  w he ther  s ta n d a rd iz e d  
o r a l  r e a d in g  t e s t s  i n d i c a t e d  f u n c t io n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  
th o se  de te rm in ed  by in fo rm a l  re a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s .  The Gilmore O ra l  
Reading T e s t  and th e  Gray O ra l Reading T e s t  were used in  P a t t y ' s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
S e v e ra l  com parison  s tu d ie s  from the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N o rth e rn  
C olorado  were com pleted  in  th e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 's .  Using th e  same s t a n ­
d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s e r i e s ,  t h r e e  r e s e a r c h e r s  found c o n t in u e d  ev id en ce  o f  
o v e r e s t im a t io n  r e l a t e d  to  mean i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  At p rim ary  grade
l e v e l s ,  M ar t in  (1971) observed  t h a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  one h a l f  o f  th e
p u p i l s  were p la ce d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r  o r  more above t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
l e v e l s  by th e  two s ta n d a rd iz e d  re a d in g  t e s t s .  N e i th e r  t e s t  no r any 
s u b t e s t  used  in  th e  s tu d y  p la ce d  more than  t h i r t y - n i n e  p e rc e n t  o f  the
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p u p i l s  a t  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  re a d in g  l e v e l .  A t in te r m e d ia te  g rad es  
f o u r ,  f i v e ,  and s i x ,  Smith (1972) cou ld  n o t  i d e n t i f y  any t o t a l  o r  
s u b t e s t  sco re  from e i t h e r  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  which was a d eq u a te  in  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s ,  O verplacem ent ranged  from 
one to  f iv e  y e a r s .  U sing an e ig h th  g rade  sam ple, Wade (1972) found 
ov e rp lacem en t to  be two and o n e - h a l f  to  th r e e  y e a r s ,  when u s in g  t o t a l  
and s u b t e s t  s c o r e s  o f  b o th  s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t s .
A gain  c o n t r a s t i n g  ev id en ce  was p re s e n te d  by Johns (1972) in  a 
f o u r t h  g rade  c lass ro o m  com parison o f  G a tes -M acG in it ie  s c o re s  and 
perform ance on th e  S i l v a r o l i  C lassroom  Reading I n v e n to r y . Only fo u r  
p u p i l s  a ch ie v e d  a Gates r e a d in g  g rade  l e v e l  more th a n  a y e a r  above 
t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l  on th e  S i l v a r o l i .
D ia g n o s t ic  r e a d in g  a u t h o r i t i e s  tended  to  a g re e  t h a t  in fo rm a l  
r e a d in g  i n v e n to r i e s  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  most u s e f u l  in s t ru m e n ts  r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e  to  te a c h e r s  f o r  e v a lu a t in g  the  perform ance o f  p u p i l s  to  
in s u r e  t h e i r  p ro p e r  p lacem ent in  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
p u rp o ses  (A u s tin  and Huebner, 1962:388-343; S t r a n g ,  1969:191-212;
W ilso n , 1972 :88-93 ; Z in tz ,  196 6 :2 6 -3 8 ) .  The i n v e n t o r i e s  d e s c r ib e d  
by th e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  ranged  from th e  types  o f  t e s t s  w hich t e a c h e r s  
d e v ise d  fo r  use  in  s p e c i f i c  c lass ro o m s  to  more s ta n d a r d iz e d  p u b l is h e d  
i n v e n t o r i e s .
The g r e a t e s t  d is a d v a n ta g e  to  th e  u se  o f  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  
i n v e n t o r i e s  was r e p o r te d  to  have been r e l a t e d  to  th e  competency o f  
th e  exam iner.  The acc u ra cy  o f  th e  d a ta  secu red  depended a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  
upon th e  e x a m in e r 's  s k i l l  i n  r e c o rd in g  e r r o r s  and i n  making 
judgm ents  a b o u t  re a d in g  perfo rm ance . Ladd (1962) concluded  t h a t  
t e a c h e r s  in  h e r  s tu d y  were in a d e q u a te  in  e v a lu a t in g  r e a d in g  perform ance
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by in fo rm a l  methods u n le s s  th e y  were g iv en  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g .
Emans (1 9 6 5 :2 5 8 ) ,  a l s o  su p p o r te d  argum ents  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  were o f t e n  
u n r e l i a b l e  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  d e g re e s  o f  r e a d in g  perfo rm ance  even though 
th e y  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  c o l l e g e  c o u rs e s  r e l a t e d  to  d ia g n o is  in  r e a d in g .  
M i l ls a p  (1963) r e v e a le d  t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e d  c la ss ro o m  te a c h e r s  had d i f f i ­
c u l t y  in  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  among t h e i r  p u p i l s  
in  b a s a l  r e a d e r s .  One hundred tw e n ty - th r e e  e lem en ta ry  t e a c h e r s  in  h i s  
s tu d y  were sev e n ty  p e r c e n t  c o r r e c t  in  t h e i r  judgm ent o f  th e  s u i t a b i l i t y  
o f  b a s a l  r e a d e r  m a t e r i a l  f o r  p u p i l s ,  tw e n ty -sev e n  sev e n th  and e ig h th  
g rade  t e a c h e r s  were f i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  c o r r e c t ,  and th e  tw e n ty - th r e e  
secondary  t e a c h e r s  were f o r t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  c o r r e c t .
Roy A. K re ss ,  who c o -a u th o re d  w i th  M ajo r ie  Seddon Johnson  a 
d e t a i l e d  manual e n t i t l e d  In fo rm a l Reading I n v e n t o r i e s , summarized th e  
s t r e n g t h s  and w eaknesses o f  th e  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to r y ,  (Johnson 
and K re ss ,  1971 :90).
The in d iv id u a l  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  i s  a 
c l i n i c a l  d e v ic e .  I t  i s  d e s ig n e d  to  r e v e a l  e x te n s iv e  i n f o r ­
m a tio n  abou t a c h i l d ' s  r e a d in g  s t r e n g t h s  and needs  as  
w e l l  a s  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  l e v e l s  a t  w hich he can f u n c t io n  
in d e p e n d e n tly  and w i th  i n s t r u c t i o n .  The r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d  
from a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  such an in v e n to ry  a r e  a s  good a s  
th e  exam iner,  no b e t t e r .  S p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  f o r  th e  e s t a b ­
l ish m e n t  o f  l e v e l s  have been i n d i c a t e d .  However, th e  power 
o f  o b s e r v a t io n  and th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  judgm ent o f  th e  exam iner 
a r e  th e  f i n a l  d e te r m in a n ts  o f  th e  adequacy  o f  th e  
in fo rm a t io n  g a in ed .
Johnson (1971:34) co n cu r red  w i th  K re s s :
The In fo rm a l R eading In v e n to ry  i s  u n d o u b ted ly  one o f  
th e  most e f f i c i e n t  c l i n i c a l  d e v ic e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e v a lu a t io n  
o f  a c h i l d ' s  perform ance in  r e a d in g ;  however, f o r  th e  
c la ss ro o m  t e a c h e r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  in v e n to r i e s  
i s  n e i t h e r  a p r a c t i c a l  n o r  a d e s i r a b l e  p ro c e d u re .
Reviewing th e  f i n d i n g s  o f  th e  s t u d i e s  c i t e d  in  T ab le  1, and 
the  work o f  o th e r  re a d in g  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  were 
made. F i r s t ,  the  use  o f  s ta n d a r d iz e d  re a d in g  t e s t  s c o re s  f o r  the
purpose  o f  s e l e c t i n g  s u i t a b l e  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  was 
n o t  w a r ra n te d .  S ta n d a rd iz e d  r e a d in g  t e s t s  were v a l i d  f o r  ra n k in g  
s tu d e n t s  ( F a r r ,  1969:213) and th ey  were ad eq u a te  s c r e e n in g  d e v ic e s  fo r  
th o se  p u p i l s  in  need o f  more e x te n s iv e  e v a l u a t i o n ,  b u t  th e y  cou ld  n o t  
be used  fo r  a c c u r a t e l y  d e te rm in in g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s .  
S econd ly , in fo rm a l  re a d in g  in v e n t o r i e s  based  on c la s s ro o m  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
r e a d in g  m a te r i a l s  p ro v id ed  th e  most v a l i d  e s t im a te  fo r  i d e n t i f y i n g  
f u n c t io n a l  re a d in g  l e v e l s .  T h i rd ,  com parisons betw een in fo rm a l  r e a d ­
ing  in v e n to ry  perform ance and s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o re s  were  dependen t 
on: (1) th e  s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t  u sed , (2) th e  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  used 
to  c o n s t r u c t  th e  in v e n to ry ,  (3) th e  c r i t e r i a  used  to  e v a lu a t e  p e r f o r ­
mance, and (4) th e  competency o f  t h e  exam iner i n  r e c o r d in g  e r r o r s  and 
in  making judgm ents on pe rfo rm ance.
THE STANDA.RD READING INVENTORY AND THE 
BOTEL READING INVENTORY
V a l i d i t y  ana r e l i a b l i l i t y  s t u d i e s  o f  th e  S tan d a rd  Reading 
I n v e n to ry  w ere i n i t i a t e d  by McCracken (1964)• He w ro te  t e s t  p a ra g ra p h s  
w hich he c o n s id e re d  to  have h ig h  c o n te n t  v a l i d i t y  and c o r r o b o r a te d  
t h i s  v a l i d i t y  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  by t e s t i n g  664 c h i l d r e n  in  g rad es  one 
th ro u g h  s ix  and by th e  s u b je c t i v e  e v a lu a t io n s  o f  tw e n ty - f iv e  r e a d in g  
e x p e r t s .  The ran k  c o r r e l a t i o n s  among e x p e r t s '  r a t i n g s  and th e  
r e a d a b i l i t y  l e v e l s  o f  th e  s e l e c t i o n s  was 0 .994  fo r  Form A and 0 .993 
fo r  Form B. Two s t u d i e s  o f  c o n c u r re n t  v a l i d i t y  were  made (McCracken, 
196 6 :4 2 ) .  When th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l  o f  th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  C a l i f o r n i a  Reading T e s t  were compared fo r  
s e v e n ty -n in e  c h i l d r e n  co m p le t in g  second g ra d e ,  a c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  0 .87  
was c a l c u l a t e d .
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When th e  com prehension and v o c a b u la ry  r e a d in g  s c o r e s  o f  th e  S ta n fo rd  
Achievement T e s t  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading I n v e n to r y 's  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
re a d in g  l e v e l  and th e  v o c a b u la ry  in  i s o l a t i o n  s c o re s  were compared 
fo r  s e v e n ty -s e v e n  c h i ld r e n  co m p le tin g  t h i r d  g ra d e ,  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
were 0 .77  between th e  S ta n fo rd  r e a d in g  com prehension  and th e  S tan d a rd  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  re a d in g  l e v e l ,  and 0 .88  between th e  v o c a b u la ry  m easures .
In  1970 McCracken and M ullen r e p o r t e d  an a n a l y s i s  o f  d a ta  
d e r iv e d  from s c o r e s  on th e  S tan d a rd  Reading I n v e n to r y , th e  S ta n fo rd  
A chievement T e s t , th e  C a l i f o r n i a  T es t  o f  M ental M a t u r i t y , and th e  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  f o r  140 p u p i l s ,  g ra d e s  one th ro u g h  s i x .  A l l  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  betw een th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  B o te l 
Reading In v e n to ry  were s i g n f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  and 
the  s tu d y  o f f e r e d  s t r o n g  e v id en ce  t h a t  th e s e  two in s t ru m e n ts  measured 
th e  same s k i l l  o r  s k i l l s .  S ince  each t e s t  was d e s ig n e d  to  i d e n t i f y  
the  r e a d a b i l i t y  l e v e l  a t  w hich a  c h i l d  shou ld  be i n s t r u c t e d ,  th e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  s u p p o r te d  th e  co n cep t  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  re a d in g  l e v e l  
was measured by th e s e  t e s t s .
The B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was s u b je c te d  t o  v a r io u s  s tu d i e s  
o f  v a l i d i t y  r e l a t e d  to  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l  s c o r e s .  In 1967 
the  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  g rade  e q u iv a l e n t  s c o re s  o f  s e v e r a l  
s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t s  were compared w i th  p r e v io u s ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  o f  541 e lem en ta ry  p u p i l s ,  g ra d e s  two th ro u g h  
s i x .  In  a l l  g ra d e s  w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  g rad e  t h r e e ,  com parisons 
showed th e  B o te l  s c o r e s  r e l a t e d  more c l o s e l y  to  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d ­
ing l e v e l s  th an  th e  s i l e n t  r e a d in g  t e s t  s c o r e s  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd iz e d  
t e s t s  (B o te l ,  1969 :721-727) . Data shown in  T ab le  2 compared the
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p r e v io u s ly  i d e n t i f i e d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  w i th  th e  B o te l  
Reading I n v e n to r y , Form B, and w i th  th e  s ta n d a r d iz e d  r e a d in g  t e s t s .
B o te l  and o th e r s  (1970:85-103) used  th e  S tan d a rd  Reading 
In v e n to r y , D ia g n o s t ic  Reading S c a l e s , and the  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  
in  a s tu d y  to  d e te rm in e  p u p i l s '  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  and to  
d e te rm in e  th e  i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s  among th e  re a d in g  t e s t s  and r e a d a b i l i t y  
fo rm u la s .  The means f o r  th e  S tan d a rd  and th e  B o te l  were v i r t u a l l y  
th e  same m agnitude  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  B o te l  con­
s i s t e n t l y  p la c e d  p u p i l s  a t  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  when 
c o r r e l a t i o n s  o f  r e a d a b i l i t y  were made.
As p a r t  o f  h e r  r e s e a r c h ,  S i s t e r  M. C a th e r in e  Davis (1965) com­
p ared  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  o f  th e  Temple In fo rm a l Reading 
In v e n to ry  w i th  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  d e te rm in ed  by th e  Word O pposites  
T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading I n v e n to ry . The c o r r e l a t i o n s  ranged  from 
0 .4 6  to  0 .7 0 .
V arious  s t u d i e s  r e l a t e d  to  v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  th e  
S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  were lo c a t e d .  
Comparisons to  o th e r  t e s t s  and com parisons betw een th e  two t e s t s  seemed 
to  have e s t a b l i s h e d  v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  b o th  in s t ru m e n ts  fo r  
th e  purpose  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s .
THE TEST PERFORMANCE OF 
POOR READERS
R e se a rc h e rs  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e p o r te d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  a s s e s s in g  
f u n c t io n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  o f  poor r e a d e r s .  B e t t s  (1940) compared the  
s c o r e s  o f  f i f t h  g ra d e r s  from f iv e  s i l e n t  r e a d in g  t e s t s  to  l e v e l s  o f
Table 2
C o r r e l a t i o n s  between I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Reading 
L eve ls  and (1) B o te l  Reading I n v e n to ry . 
Form B; (2) S ta n d a rd iz e d  R eading T e s ts
Grade N B o te l ,  Form B S ta n d a rd iz e d  Reading T e s ts
2 101 .951 .922
3 127 .858 .807
4 97 .840 .657
5 111 .859 .633
6 103 .728 .510
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perfo rm ance  on an in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to ry .  One o f  h i s  m ajor con­
c lu s i o n s  was t h a t  none o f  th e  s ta n d a rd iz e d  r e a d in g  t e s t s  used p ro v id ed  
an  ad eq u a te  index  to  th e  l e v e l s  a t  which r e a d in g  i n s t r u c t i o n  should  
be i n i t i a t e d  f o r  low a c h ie v e r s .  The K i l l g a l l o n  s tu d y  (1942) r e v e a le d  
t h a t  th e  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  used  d id  n o t  d i s c r im in a t e  w e l l  among the  
lower ex trem es  o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .
C h a l l  (1958:133-138) and H a r r i s  (1970:164) c a u t io n e d  te a c h e r s  
ab o u t  the  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  f o r  poor r e a d e r s .  
H a r r i s  c i t e d  two c o n d i t io n s  w hich cou ld  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  th e  s c o r e s :
C h i ld re n  whose re a d in g  s k i l l s  a r e  poor ten d  to  guess 
more th an  good r e a d e r s  do , and t h e i r  s c o r e s ,  b ased  l e s s  on 
r e a d in g  and more on g u e s s in g ,  may a t  t im es  o v e re s t im a te  the  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l  by a  y e a r  o r  more. On th e  o th e r  hand, 
when a c h i l d  m isse s  many e asy  i tem s b u t  g e t s  h a rd e r  ones 
c o r r e c t ,  o r  when he g e t s  u p s e t  and s to p s  b e f o r e  re a c h in g  
h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  l e v e l ,  th e  sco re  may u n d e re s t im a te  h i s  
r e a d in g  a b i l i t y .  S ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t s  a r e ,  th e n ,  l e s s  
a c c u r a te  f o r  poor r e a d e r s  than  f o r  good r e a d e r s .
Bond and T in k e r  (1967:195) e x p re ssed  th e  idea  t h a t  r e t a r d e d  
r e a d e r s  e x h ib i t e d  more v a r i a b i l i t y  in  r e a d in g  a b i l i t i e s  th an  d id  
normal r e a d e r s .  W illiam s  (1964) found, a t  the  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  re a d in g  
l e v e l ,  a w id e r  v a r i a t i o n  o f  s c o re s  f o r  poor r e a d e r s  than  f o r  normal 
r e a d e r s  when he compared s c o r e s  from s ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t s  to  p e r f o r ­
mance on an in fo rm a l  re a d in g  in v e n to r y .
SUMMARY
V arious  means o f  a s s e s s i n g  re a d in g  competency fo r  the  purpose 
o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  re a d in g  l e v e l s  were ex p lo re d  and q u e s t io n e d  
in  the  l i t e r a t u r e .  S ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t  s c o re s  and in d iv id u a l  in fo rm a l
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r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  e v a lu a t io n s  were compared to  d e te rm in e  th e  s t r e n g t h s  
o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
S ta n d a rd iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  were r e p o r t e d  g e n e r a l l y  u n r e l i a b l e  
f o r  d e te rm in in g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  poor r e a d e r s .  
The e v a lu a t io n  o f  perfo rm ance  on in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  in v e n t o r i e s  f o r  
p u rp o ses  o f  p u p i l  p lacem en t in  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  was w id e ly  
a c c e p te d  in  p r a c t i c e .  C onfidence  in  th e  use  o f  th e  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  
in v e n to ry  was e x p re s s e d  by S tran g  (1 9 6 9 :1 9 2 ) :
The i n d i v i d u a l  r e a d in g  in v e n to ry  combines th e  d ia g n o s ­
t i c  v a lu e s  o f  o r a l  r e a d in g  and o b s e r v a t i o n . . .  The in fo rm a l  
r e a d in g  in v e n to r y  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  u s e f u l  in  th e  a p p r a i s a l  
o f  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  b a s i c  v o c a b u la ry ,  word r e c o g n i t i o n ,  and 
com prehension  o f  p a ra g rap h s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y .  
Every re a d in g  t e a c h e r  shou ld  b e  p re p a re d  t o  u s e  i t .
The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  r e a d a b i l i t y  l e v e l s  a t  which 
a c h i l d  shou ld  be i n s t r u c t e d  was v a l i d a t e d  in  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s .  No 
such  s tu d ie s  in v o lv in g  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  e lem en ta ry  p u p i l s  




Bains E lem en ta ry  S ch o o l,  l o c a t e d  fo u r  m i le s  from S t .  F r a n c i s v i l l e ,  
L o u i s ia n a ,  (1972 p o p u la t io n  1 ,8 0 6 ) ,  i n  r u r a l  West F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h ,  
was th e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  s tu d y .  The s c h o o l ,  encom passing 
g rad es  one th ro u g h  s i x ,  had a 1972-73 e n ro l lm e n t  o f  882 p u p i l s  o f  which 
185 o r 21 p e r c e n t  were w h ite  and 697 o r  79 p e r c e n t  were b la c k .  The 
a t te n d a n c e  d i s t r i c t  f o r  Bains E lem en ta ry  School in c lu d e d  the  e n t i r e  
a r e a  o f  West F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h  (1972 p o p u la t io n  11 ,527) w i th  the  
e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  n o r th w e s t  c o rn e r  w hich was zoned f o r  a n o th e r  s ch o o l .
S t a t i s t i c s  com piled  by l o c a l  sch o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  1973 showed 
t h a t  69 .37  p e r c e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  Bains E lem en ta ry  School were 
from f a m i l i e s  o f  low income. The Bains E lem en ta ry  School was d e s i g ­
n a te d  a s  a T i t l e  I  s c h o o l .  The t o t a l  p e r  p u p i l  e x p e n d i tu re  in  1973 
averaged  $ 1 ,000 . T i t l e  I  funds had been u t i l i z e d  to  equ ip  and m ain­
t a i n ,  on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  two E d u c a t io n a l  Development L a b o r a to r i e s
(EDL) r e a d in g  la b s  and to  employ th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a r e a d in g  c o n s u l t a n t  
who worked d i r e c t l y  w i th  c la s s ro o m  t e a c h e r s  and p u p i l s .
I t  was n o ted  t h a t  s t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t i n g  combined w i th  in fo rm a l  
t e s t i n g  in  th e  a re a  o f  r e a d in g  had been  a r e g u l a r  p a r t  o f  th e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l  program a t  Bains E lem en tary  School f o r  the  p a s t  t h r e e  schoo l 
y e a r s .  In  1970-71, th e  r e a d in g  c o n s u l t a n t  a d m in is te r e d  in fo rm a l 
re a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s  to  d e te rm in e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  in  g rades  one
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th ro u g h  f o u r ;  and two h ig h  sch o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  who had r e c e iv e d  d i a g ­
n o s t i c  t r a i n i n g ,  t e s t e d  p u p i l s  in  g rad es  f i v e  and s i x .  T h is  r e s e a r c h e r  
a d m in i s t e r e d  in fo r m a l  re a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s  i n  g ra d e s  fo u r  and f i v e  
in  1971-72 and th e  r e a d in g  c o n s u l t a n t  c o n t in u e d  to  t e s t  numerous 
p u p i l s  a t  a l l  g rad e  l e v e l s  upon th e  r e q u e s t  o f  t e a c h e r s .  Thus, a lm ost 
e v e ry  p u p i l  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  1972-73 t e s t i n g  f o r  p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  
s tu d y  had p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  in  t a k in g  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t s  and in fo rm a l  
r e a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s .
METHOD OF SAMPLE SELECTION
A l l  t h i r d  g rade  and s i x t h  g rade  p u p i l s  i n  West F e l i c i a n a  
P a r i s h  d e s ig n a te d  as e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d e p r iv e d  on th e  b a se s  o f  t h e i r  
r e s id e n c e  in  an eco n o m ica l ly  d e p r iv e d  a re a  and t h e i r  low com posite  
s c o r e s  on a s t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  a d m in is te r e d  in  th e  1972-73 sch o o l 
y e a r  were e l i g i b l e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  s tu d y .  A t Bains E lem entary  
School one hundred  t h i r t y  p u p i l s  who sco red  one g rade  l e v e l  below 
t h e i r  a c t u a l  g rad e  p lacem en t,  and a t  o r  above th e  f i f t h  p e r c e n t i l e  
on th e  S c ien ce  R esea rch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievement 
S e r i e s  were i d e n t i f i e d .  One hundred tw e n ty - f iv e  o f  th e se  p u p i l s  
rem ained  in  th e  sch o o l f o r  th e  d u r a t i o n  o f  th e  t e s t i n g  p e r io d .  In  
T ab le  3 t h i s  p o p u la t io n  was f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  by r a c e  and s e x .
Table 3
Sample P o p u la t io n  by 
Grade, Age, and Sex
Race Sex T h ird  Grade S ix th  Grade T o ta l
B lack Male 32 27 59
W hite Male 1 6 7
Black Female 17 37 54
W hite Female 1 4 5
Grade T o ta l 51 74 125
ADMINISTRATION OF THE TESTS
On September 29 , 1972, th e  t h i r d  g rad e  t e a c h e r s  a d m in is te r e d  
Form E, P rim ary  I I  o f  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  to  a l l  th e  p u p i l s  in  a t t e n d a n c e  in  t h e i r  
c la s s ro o m s .  On th e  same day th e  s i x t h  g rade  t e a c h e r s  a d m in is te r e d  
Form F /B lue  L evel o f  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey , Achievement S e r i e s . A l l  t e s t i n g  was done in  th e  r e g u l a r  
c la s s ro o m  s e t t i n g  in  th e  morning s e s s i o n .  Each grade  l e v e l  began 
th e  t e s t  b a t t e r y  w i th  th e  r e a d in g  s u b t e s t s .  C o n s u l t a t io n  w i th  
t e a c h e r s  was h e ld  b e fo re  and a f t e r  the  t e s t i n g  p e r io d s  on September 
29. The com pleted  t e s t  b o o k le t s  were m ailed  to  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia t e s  f o r  machine s c o r in g .
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The t h i r d  g rade  t e s t  s c o re s  were r e c e iv e d  by th e  West 
F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h  School Board on November 14, 1972. The s i x t h  g rade  
t e s t  s c o re s  were r e c e iv e d  th e  f i r s t  week in  J a n u a ry ,  1973.
Each S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry ,  Form A, was a d m in is te r e d  by 
th e  r e s e a r c h e r  in  a room where on ly  th e  examinee and th e  exam iner 
were  p r e s e n t .  A d m in i s t r a t io n  time p e r  t e s t  av eraged  abou t t h i r t y  
m in u te s .  Most t e s t s  were g iven  the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  sch o o l day , 
e x c lu s iv e  o f  p h y s ic a l  e d u c a t io n ,  a r t ,  and r e c e s s  p e r io d s .  No a t te m p t  
was made to  t e s t  th e  hour b e fo re  a f te rn o o n  d i s m is s a l  o r  on any day 
im m ed ia te ly  p re c e d in g  o r  fo l lo w in g  h o l id a y s .  T h ird  g rade  t e s t i n g  
began November 14, 1972, and was com pleted b e fo re  th e  C hris tm as 
h o l id a y s .  D uring t h i s  p e r io d  the  sch o o l  had f i v e  days o f  v a c a t io n  
f o r  T h an ksg iv ing . S ix th  g rade  t e s t i n g  began in  J a n u a ry ,  1973, and 
te rm in a te d  in  F e b ru a ry ,  1973.
Only th e  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  the  B o te l  R eading In v e n to r y , 
Form B, was g iv e n .  This  was a group s i l e n t  r e a d in g  t e s t  w i th  no time 
l i m i t .  The time u t i l i z e d  f o r  the  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  was a p p ro x i ­
m a te ly  f i f t e e n  m in u te s .  In  each o f  th e  te n  c lass ro o m s  the  r e s e a r c h e r  
gave th e  d i r e c t i o n s  and su p e rv is e d  the  c l a s s  a s  they  marked t h e i r  
p a p e r s .  In  l a t e  F eb ru a ry  a l l  t h i r d  g rade  c l a s s e s  took  the  t e s t  
d u r in g  one morning and a l l  s i x t h  g rade  c l a s s e s  took th e  t e s t  d u r in g  
th e  fo l lo w in g  m orning. A b sen tees  were t e s t e d  in  g rad e  l e v e l  groups 
by th e  r e s e a r c h e r  when they  r e tu r n e d  to  sch o o l .
TREATMENT OF THE DATA
The S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S u rvey , d e s ig n a te d
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SRA in  th e  rem a in d er  o f  th e  s tu d y ,  was machine sco red  and the  s c o r in g  
d a ta  were r e tu r n e d  in  t a b u l a r  form. A l l  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  and 
S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  t e s t s  were sco red  by th e  r e s e a r c h e r .  
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  l e v e l s  were a s s ig n e d  in  acco rd an ce  w i th  d i r e c t i o n s  in  
th e  r e s p e c t i v e  m anuals. The r e s e a r c h e r  i d e n t i f i e d  minimum and max­
imum i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  from th e  S tan d a rd  Reading I n v e n to r y .
A mean s c o r e ,  su b se q u e n t ly  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  SRI-A f o r  the  a v e rag e ,  was 
c a l c u l a t e d  by com puter.
For the  purpose  o f  a s s ig n in g  upper  and lower l e v e l s  in  each  
g ra d e ,  th e  median was d e te rm in ed  f o r  th e  SRA s c o r e s .  Any t h i r d  g rade  
c h i l d  born  in  1964 was c o n s id e re d  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  age f o r  t h a t  g ra d e .  
The y e a r  1961 was the  a p p r o p r i a t e  b i r t h  y e a r  f o r  th e  s i x t h  g rad e .  Any 
t h i r d  g rade  c h i l d  born  p r i o r  to  1964 was c o n s id e re d  o v e rag e .  Any s i x t h  
g rade  c h i ld  bo rn  p r i o r  to  1961 was c o n s id e re d  o v e rag e .
A l l  d a ta  were c o n v e r te d  to  IBM code s h e e t s  by the  r e s e a r c h e r  
and t r a n s f e r r e d  to  computer c a rd s  by programmers in  th e  Department 
o f  E x p e r im en ta l  S t a t i s t i c s  a t  L o u is ian a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty .  The c a l ­
c u l a t i o n s  were made by computer, u s in g  th e  P ea rson  product-mom ent 
method o f  c o r r e l a t i o n , a n d  were r e p o r te d  in  p r i n t - o u t  fo rm a t.
Chapter 4
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
The purpose  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  was to  r e p o r t  and a n a ly z e  a l l  d a ta  
p e r t a i n i n g  to  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among th e  th r e e  t e s t s  a d m in is te r e d  to  
th e  sam ple. S ince  th e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were l i n e a r ,  meaning th e y  cou ld  
be d e s c r ib e d  by a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  among th e  t e s t  s c o re s  
were e x p re sse d  by th e  "product-m om ent" c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  
( G a r r e t t ,  1953:122).
Product-moment c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  were c a l c u l a t e d  
fo r  the  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g ra d e s  combined, the  t h i r d  g rade  a lo n e ,  the  
s i x t h  g rad e  a lo n e ,  and f o r  s ex ,  a g e ,  and l e v e l .  A ge-sex  and leve .l-  
sex co m b in a tio n s  were a l s o  computed. Data were p re s e n te d  in  T ab les  
4 -32 .
An e f f o r t  was made to  d e te rm in e  i f  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
were a t t r i b u t e d  to  chance . T h e re fo re ,  th e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were su b m itted  
to  t e s t s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05  and .01  l e v e l s  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  
G a r r e t t  (1953:187) e x p la in e d :
We can e x p e c t  to  be wrong f iv e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  time 
i f  we take  th e  .05 l e v e l  and one p e r c e n t  o f  th e  time i f  
we take  th e  .01 l e v e l .  These l e v e l s  .05  and .01 r e f l e c t  
d eg re e s  o f  a s s u r a n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  .01 l e v e l  d e s e rv in g  
g r e a t e r  r e s p e c t  than  th e  .05 l e v e l .
The d a ta  p re s e n te d  in  Table  4 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e r e  were p o s i t i v e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce ,b e tw ee n  the 
SRA and the SRI-A, the  SRA and the  B o te l ,  and the  SRI-A and th e  Botel 
fo r  g rad es  th re e  and s i x  combined.
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T able  4
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SBA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  fo r  Grades 
Three and S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .843** .822**
SRI-A .916**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 125
In T ab le  5 th e  d a ta  r e v e a le d  a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between 
th e  SRA and th e  SRI-A, a n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  SRA and 
th e  B o te l ,  and a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  
o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  betw een the  SRI-A and B o te l  f o r  g rade  t h r e e .
A t g rad e  s i x  th e  d a ta  p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  6 showed a p o s i t i v e ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  betw een the  
SRA and th e  SRI-A, the  SRA and th e  B o te l ,  and th e  SRI-A and th e  B o te l .
The r e s u l t s  o f  d a ta  shown in  T ab le  7 d i s c l o s e d  a n e g a t iv e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  SRA and SRI-A and a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  the  
SR\ and th e  B o te l .  A p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 
l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  was found f o r  th e  SRI-A and th e  B o te l  when 
t h i r d  g rade  fem ales  were sam pled.
C o r r e l a t i o n  d a ta  f o r  t h i r d  g rade  m ales were r e p o r t e d  in  T able  
8 . The SRA and th e  SRI-A c o e f f i c i e n t  was n e g a t i v e .  The SRA and th e  
B o te l  c o e f f i c i e n t  was p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  i t  d id  n o t  meet th e  t e s t  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05  o r  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The SRI-A and
Table 5
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  a t  Grade Three
SRI-A B ote l
SRA - .0 8 0 - .1 3 4
SRI-A .761**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 51
T ab le  6
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  a t  Grade S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .549** .486**
SRI-A .690**




Correlation Coefficients Among SEA,
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Females 
i n  Grade Three
SRI-A B ote l
SRA - .0 7 6 - .3 2 2
SRI-A .813**
^ S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  
N -  18
Table  8
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Males 
in  Grade Three
SRI-A B o te l
SRA -0 .5 8  .025
SRI-A .641**




th e  B o te l  c o e f f i c i e n t  was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  
o f  c o n f id e n c e .
For g rade  s i x  fem ales  the  r e s u l t s  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  d a ta  were 
p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  fo r  SRA and
SRI-A; p o s i t i v e  and n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  th e  SRA and B o te l ;  and
p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  f o r  th e  SRI-A
and B o te l .  A n a ly s is  o f  th e  d a ta  was shown in  T ab le  9.
As shown by th e  d a ta  r e p o r te d  in  Table  10, th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
f o r  s i x t h  g rade  males were a l l  p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 
l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
An a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  d a ta  in  T ab le  11 in d i c a t e d  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a ­
t i o n s ,  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  f o r  fem ales
in  th e  sam ple.
P o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  con­
f id e n c e ,  f o r  males in  th e  sample were d i s c l o s e d  from d a ta  in  Table  12.
In  Table 13, th e  d a ta  f o r  p u p i l s  who were th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
age f o r  g rade  t h r e e  i n d ic a te d  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  the  SRA and 
th e  SRI-A and} a lso ,  f o r  the  SRA and the  B o te l .  For th e  SRI-A and 
B o te l ,  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  
o f  c o n f id e n c e .
Data p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  14 a l s o  showed n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s
f o r  the  SRA and th e  SRI-A and the  SRA and th e  B o te l  w i th  a p o s i t i v e
c o r r e l a t i o n ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  con fid en ce ,  f o r  SRI-A and
B o te l .  These d a ta  were f o r  overage  t h i r d  g rade  p u p i l s .
A s tu d y  o f  th e  d a ta  in  Table  15 r e v e a le d  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  fo r  each  t e s t  com parison  
when p u p i l s  who were th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  age fo r  g rade  s i x  were sampled.
Table 9
Correlation Coefficients Among SRA,
SRI-A, and B o te l f o r  Females 
in  Grade S ix
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .494** .258
SRI-A .374**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  
N = 41
Table  10
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Males 
in  Grade S ix
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .650** .689**
SRI-A .834**




Correlation Coefficients Among SRA,
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Females 
in  Grades Three  and S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .830** .726**
SRI-A .847**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 59
Table 12
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Males in  
Grades Three and S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA
SRI-A
.860** . 888* *
.946**




C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  P u p i l s  
o f  A p p ro p r ia te  Ages f o r  
Grade Three*
SRI-A B o te l
SRA - .1 4 4 - .2 6 3
SRI-A .798**
* Born in  1964 
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  co n f id e n ce  
N = 30
Table  14
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA3 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Overage 
P u p i l s  in  Grade Three*
SRI-A B ote l
SRA - .0 6 7 - . 0 1 1
SRI-A .692**
* Born e a r l i e r  th an  1964




For overage  s i x t h  g rade  p u p i l s  r e p r e s e n te d  in  Table 16, th e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  SRA and SRI-A was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  
.05 l e v e l  o f  con fid en ce ,  f o r  SRA and B o te l the  c o r r e l a t i o n  was p o s i t i v e ,  
y e t  d id  n o t  meet the  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and f o r  SRI-A and B o te l  
the  c o r r e l a t i o n  was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .
C o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  fem ales  who were o f  th e  a p p r o p r ia t e  ages  fo r  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  t h i r d  o r  s i x t h  g rad es  were p re s e n te d  in  Table  17.
A l l  com parisons were p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .
C o rrespond ing  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  m ales who were o f  the  a p p r o p r i ­
a t e  ages  w ere  a l s o  p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  .01  l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .  These d a ta  were shown in  T ab le  18.
Data f o r  p u p i l s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ages  fo r  g rad es  th r e e  and s i x  
showed p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .  As p re s e n te d  in  Table  19, th e se  c o e f f i c i e n t s  ranged 
from 0 .823 to  0 .9 0 2 .
Data f o r  overage  fem ales  p re s e n te d  in  T ab le  20 r e v e a le d  
p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  
f o r  each  c o r r e l a t i o n :  SRA and SRI-A, SRA and B o te l ,  and SRI-A and 
B o te l .
The d a ta  f o r  overage  males r e p o r te d  in  T able  21, l ik e w is e ,  
i n d i c a t e d  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  which met the  t e s t  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  Th is  was t r u e  f o r  a l l  t e s t s .
Data summarized in  Table  22 showed p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  fo r  overage  p u p i l s  in  the  
sam ple .
Table 15
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  P u p i l s  
o f  A p p ro p r ia te  Ages f o r  
Grade Six*
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .592** .482**
SRI-A .574**
»Born in  1961 
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 52
Table  16
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Overage 
P u p i l s  in  Grade Six*
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .411* .391
SRI-A .841**
*Born e a r l i e r  than  1961
* S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce




C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Females 
o f  A p p ro p r ia te  Ages f o r  
Grades Three and S ix





* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  
N = 41
Table  18
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Males 
o f  A p p ro p r ia te  Ages f o r  
Grades Three and S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA . 906** .910**
SRI-A .948**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  
N = 41
.01 l e v e l o f  c o n f id e n ce
37
Table 19
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  P u p i l s  
o f  A p p ro p r ia te  Ages f o r  
Grades Three and S ix
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .857** .823**
SRI-A .902**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 82
Table  20
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Overage 
Females in  Grades Three 
and S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .857** .746**
SRI-A .920**




C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Overage 
Males in  Grades Three 
and S ix
SRI-A Bo t e l
SRA .732** .827**
SRI-A .938**
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 25
Table  22
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Overage 
P u p i l s  in  Grades 
Three and S ix
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .792** .794**
SRI-A .934**
**Significant at the .01 level of confidence
N = 43
40
Data g iv en  in  T ab le  23 showed p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  which d id  
n o t  meet th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05 o r  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  
fo r  SPA and SRI-A and f o r  SPA and B o te l .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  SRI-A 
and B o te l  was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  
These a n a ly s e s  were made fo r  t h i r d  g rad e  p u p i l s  whose SPA s c o r e s  
f e l l  below th e  median sc o re  in  the  t h i r d  g rade  sam ple.
For th e  t h i r d  g rade  p u p i l s  whose SRA s c o r e s  were above the 
median sco re  in  th e  t h i r d  g rad e  sam ple, th e  d a ta  were p re s e n te d  in  
Table  24. The SRA and th e  SRI-A, a s  w e l l  a s  th e  SRA and B o te l  
c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  were n e g a t i v e ,  w h i le  th e  SRI-A and th e  B o te l  c o r r e l a ­
t i o n s  were p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
The d a ta  rec o rd ed  in  Table  25 were p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  th e  c o e f f i ­
c i e n t s  d id  n o t  meet th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05 o r  .01 l e v e l  
o f  c o n f id e n ce  fo r  the  SRA and th e  SRI-A o r  f o r  the  SRA and th e  B o te l .
The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  SRI-A and th e  B o te l was p o s i t i v e  and met th e  
t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  These c o e f f i ­
c i e n t s  were f o r  s i x t h  g rad e  p u p i l s  whose SRA s c o r e s  f e l l  below the 
median s c o re  f o r  th e  s i x t h  g rade  p u p i l s  sampled.
Data in d i c a t e d  in  T ab le  26 r e p r e s e n te d  th e  p u p i l s  whose SRA 
s c o r e s  were above th e  median sco re  f o r  th e  s i x t h  g rad e  p u p i l s  sampled. 
The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  SRA and SRI-A s c o re s  was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  th e  .05  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  SRA and B ote l 
was p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  i t  d id  n o t  meet th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c i a n c e  a t  the  
.05 o r  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The SRI-A and th e  B o te l  c o r r e l a t i o n  
was p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
A s tu d y  o f  the  d a ta  in  Table  27 d i s c l o s e d  a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n ,
Table 23
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  fo r  Lower 
Level P u p i l s  in  
Grade Three*
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .311 .239
SRI-A .743**
•SRA < 2 .0  
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  
N = 29
.01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce
Table  24
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Upper 
Level P u p i l s  in  
Grade Three*
SRI-A B otel
SRA - .3 1 0 - .2 4 7
SRI-A .780**
* SRA > 2 .0




C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Lower 





•SRA < 4 .0  
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  
N = 38
.01 l e v e l o f  c o n f id e n ce
Table  26
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Upper 





*SRA > 4 .0
*Significant at the .05 level of confidence




s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  f o r  a l l  t e s t s  g iv e n  to  
fem ales  whose SRA s c o r e s  were below th e  median s c o re  (2 .0 )  a t  t h i r d  
g rad e  l e v e l  o r  below th e  mean sco re  (4 .0 )  a t  th e  s i x t h  g rad e  l e v e l .
The d a ta  f o r  m ales whose SRA s c o re s  f e l l  below the  r e s p e c t i v e  
m edians f o r  t h e i r  g rade  in  th e  sample were a l s o  p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  These c o r r e l a t i o n s  were p r e ­
s e n te d  in  T ab le  28.
A summary o f  d a ta  r e l a t e d  to  p u p i l s  who sco red  below the  
median SRA sc o re  f o r  th e  sample a t  t h e i r  g rade  l e v e l  i n d i c a t e d  pos­
i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w hich met th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  
o f  c o n f id e n c e .  These d a ta  were p re s e n te d  in  T able  29.
T ab le  30 showed d a ta  f o r  fem ales  who sco red  above th e  median 
s c o r e s  o f  th e  SRA t e s t s  g iv en  a t  t h e i r  g rade  l e v e l .  C o r r e l a t i o n s  
were p o s i t i v e  and met th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .
The d a ta  g iv e n  in  Table  31, a l s o ,  r e v e a le d  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a ­
t i o n s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  fo r  m ales who 
s co red  above th e  SRA m e d ia n .sc o re s  a t  t h e i r  g rade  l e v e l .
A s tu d y  o f  th e  d a ta  in  Table  32 showed a p o s i t i v e ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  f o r  the  SRA and SRI-A, 
th e  SRA and B o te l ,  and SRI-A and B o te l  f o r  p u p i l s  who sco red  above 
th e  median SRA s c o r e s  a t  t h e i r  g rade  l e v e l .
Table 27
C o r r e l a t i o n s  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Lower 
Level Females in  Grades 
Three and Six®
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .807** .807**
SRI-A .793**
®Lower l e v e l  r e f e r s  to  SRA s c o r e s  below th e  median 
o f  th e  sample a t  e ach  grade  l e v e l .
* * S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 32
T ab le  28
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Lower 
Level Males in  Grades 
Three and Six®
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .754** .835**
SRI-A .936**
®Lower l e v e l  r e f e r s  to  SRA s c o r e s  below th e  median 
o f  th e  sample a t  each  grade  l e v e l .




C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B p te l  f o r  Lower 
Level P u p i l s  in  Grades 
Three and Six*
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .781** .818**
SRI-A .879**
•Lower l e v e l  r e f e r s  to  SRA s c o re s  below th e  median 
s c o r e s  o f  th e  sample a t  each g rade  l e v e l .
* * S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 67
T able  30
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Upper 
Level Females in  Grades 
Three and Six*
SRI-A B o te l
SRA .887** .736**
SRI-A .890**
•Upper l e v e l  r e f e r s  to  SRA s c o re s  above th e  median 
s c o re s  o f  th e  sample a t  each  grade  l e v e l .




C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Upper 
Level Males in  Grades 
Three and Six*
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .962** .948**
SRI-A .951**
*Upper l e v e l  r e f e r s  to  SRA s c o r e s  above th e  median 
s c o r e s  o f  th e  sample a t  each  l e v e l .
* * S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
N = 31
Table  32
C o r r e l a t i o n  C o e f f i c i e n t s  Among SRA, 
SRI-A, and B o te l  f o r  Upper 
Level P u p i l s  in  Grades 
Three and Six*
SRI-A B ote l
SRA .922** .867**
SRI-A .934**
•Upper l e v e l  r e f e r s  to  SRA s c o re s  above th e  median 
s c o re s  o f  th e  sample a t  each  g rad e  l e v e l .




A resume o f  th e  d a ta  p re s e n te d  in  T ab les  4-32 r e v e a le d  th e  
fo l lo w in g  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  ag reem ent among th e  t e s t  s c o r e s :
1. A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e  S tan d a rd  Reading 
In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v en to ry  
were p o s i t i v e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The 
o v e r a l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  was 0 .916  and th e  range  was 0 .374  to
0 .951 .
2. The S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c i a t e s  s ta n d a r d iz e d  re a d in g  
s c o re s  and th e  S tan d a rd  R eading In v e n to ry  s c o r e s  y ie ld e d  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
ran g in g  from -0 .3 1 0  to  0 .9 6 2 .  The 0 .962  c o r r e l a t i o n  met th e  t e s t  of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The o v e r a l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  
fo r  g rad es  t h r e e  and s i x  was 0 .8 4 3 .  The 0 .843  c o r r e l a t i o n  was a l s o  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
3 . The o v e r a l l  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  
r e a d in g  s c o re s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading 
In v e n to ry  was 0 .8 2 2 ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 le v e l ,  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The 
c o r r e l a t i o n s  ranged  from - .3 2 2  to  0 .9 4 8 .  The 0 .948  c o r r e l a t i o n  was 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
4 . C o r r e l a t i o n s  made f o r  t h i r d  g rad e  were g e n e r a l ly  th e  
lo w e s t .  (T ab les  5, 7 , 8 ,  13, 14, 23 , and 24)
5. The h ig h e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  the  t h r e e  co m b in a tio n s  o f 
t e s t s  were f o r  m ales whose r e a d in g  t e s t  s c o r e s  were above th e  SRA 
median s c o re s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  g rad e  l e v e l .  (Table 31)
6 . C o r r e l a t i o n s  fo r  m ales were g e n e r a l l y  h ig h e r  th an  th o se  
fo r  fem ales . Th is  p a t t e r n  was c o n s i s t e n t  th ro u g h  a g e - se x  and l e v e l -  
sex c o m b in a tio n s .  (T ab les  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 21 , 22 , 27,
28, 31 , and 32)
48
7. N e i th e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  overage  p u p i l s  n o r  f o r  p u p i l s
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ag es  were c o n s i s t e n t l y  h ig h  o r  low. The w id e s t  range  
o f  age c o r r e l a t i o n s  o c c u r re d  a t  th e  s i x  g rade  l e v e l .  (T ab les  13,
14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20 , and 21)
8 . C o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  s c o r e s  w hich were above th e  SRA. median 
s c o r e s  f o r  th e  sample were g e n e r a l ly  h ig h e r  th a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  
s c o re s  w hich w ere below th e  SRA m edian. An e x c e p t io n  was n o ted  a t  
t h e  t h i r d  g rad e  l e v e l .  (T ab les  23 , 24 , 25, 26 , 27 , 28 , 29, 30 , 31, 
and 32)
Chapter 5
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
SUMMARY
The purpose  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  u s e f u ln e s s  
o f  th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  in  d e t e r ­
m in ing  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  re a d in g  l e v e l s .  An e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d  
p o p u la t io n  o f  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g rade  s tu d e n t s  com prised  th e  sam ple.
Each c h i l d  in  th e  sample took  th r e e  t e s t s :  t h e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s , the  S tan d a rd  Read­
ing  I n v e n to r y , and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  B o te l  Reading 
I n v e n to r y . The S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia t e s  A ssessm ent S u rv ey , 
A chievem ent S e r ie s  was a  s i l e n t  s t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  b a t t e r y  g iven  
to  th e  e n t i r e  c l a s s  a t  one tim e by th e  c la s s ro o m  te a c h e r .  The 
S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  was an i n d i v i d u a l  t e s t  o f  o r a l  and s i l e n t  
r e a d in g .  A t r a i n e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t e s t e d  each  p u p i l  f o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  
t h i r t y  m in u te s .  An advan tage  o f  th e  in v e n to r y  was the  imm ediate d e t e r ­
m in a t io n  o f  r e a d in g  l e v e l s .  The Word O p p o s i te s  T es t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  was a s i l e n t  c la ss ro o m  t e s t  w hich av e rag e d  f i f t e e n  
m inu tes  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t im e . The t e s t  co u ld  be  a d m in is te r e d  e a s i l y  
and i n t e r p r e t e d  by th e  c lass ro o m  t e a c h e r .
The r e s u l t s  o f  th e s e  t e s t s  were su b m it te d  to  c o r r e l a t i o n  
a n a ly s e s  to  d e te rm in e  th e  d eg ree  o f  ag reem ent which e x i s t e d  among 
th e  s c o r e s .  The Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry
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was compared to  th e  S tan d a rd  R eading  I n v e n to r y , a  t e s t  p r e v io u s ly  
v a l i d a t e d  a s  an e f f e c t i v e  m easure o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s .
The S c ie n ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia t e s  A ssessm en t Survey . Achievem ent S e r i e s  
was a l s o  compared to  th e  S ta n d a rd  Reading I n v e n to r y .
For each  t e s t  co m parison , th e  f a c t o r s  o f  g ra d e ,  ag e ,  s ex ,  and 
l e v e l  were in t r o d u c e d  and a n a ly z e d .  Com binations o f  g ra d e s ,  a g e s ,  
s e x e s ,  and l e v e l s  were a l s o  u sed  f o r  t e s t i n g  th e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
CONCLUSIONS
From a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  d a ta  com piled w i th in  th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  
o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  ap p ea red  w a r ra n te d :
1. There  was a  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  which was s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  
th e  . 0 1 - l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  
A ssessm ent S u rvey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  
( .8 4 3 ) ,  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm en t Survey , Achievement 
S e r i e s  and Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 2 2 ) ,  
and th e  S tan d a rd  R eading In v e n to ry  and Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .9 1 6 )  when th e  t o t a l  sample was used .
2 . There  was a n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm en t Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tandard  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .0 8 0 )  and th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A s s e s s ­
ment S urvey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  
B o te l  R eading  In v e n to ry  ( - . 1 3 4 ) .  The S tan d a rd  R eading  In v e n to ry
and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  c o r r e l a t i o n  
was p o s i t i v e  ( .7 6 1 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n ce  
f o r  th e  t h i r d  g ra d e .
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3 . There was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ience  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tandard  
R eading In v e n to ry  ( .5 4 9 ) ,  th e  S c ie n ce  R esea rch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey . Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .4 8 6 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  R eading In v e n to ry  and th e  
Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .6 9 0 )  f o r  the  
s i x t h  g rad e .
4 .  There  was a n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and the  S tandard  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .3 1 0 ) ,  and th e  S c ien ce  R esea rch  A s s o c ia te s  A s s e s s ­
ment Survey , Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .2 4 7 )  f o r  th e  upper l e v e l ,  t h i r d  g rad e .
The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o si tes  
T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .7 8 0 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
5. There  was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia t e s  A ssessm ent Survey . Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tandard  
R eading In v e n to ry  ( .3 1 1 )  and th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A s s e s s ­
ment Survey , Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .2 3 9 )  f o r  th e  lower l e v e l ,  t h i r d  g rad e .
N e i th e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  met th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  
f o r  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .7 4 3 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  
.01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
6. There  was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm en t Survey . A chievem ent S e r i e s  and the  S tandard
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Reading In v e n to ry  ( .3 3 9 ) ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  
f o r  th e  upper l e v e l ,  s i x t h  g ra d e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i tes  
T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  R eading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .1 2 3 )  and d id  n o t  
meet th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05  o r  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o si tes  
T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  R eading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .6 1 5 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
7. There was a  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and S tan d a rd  Reading 
In v e n to ry  ( .0 9 7 )  and th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S u rv ey , 
A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading 
In v e n to ry  ( .1 4 0 )  f o r  th e  lower l e v e l ,  s i x t h  g ra d e .  N e i th e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  
met th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  fo r  S tan d a rd  Reading 
In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  
was p o s i t i v e  ( .5 8 0 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
8 . There  was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  the  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S urvey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tandard  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .9 2 2 ) ,  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A sse ssm e n t , 
A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading 
In v e n to ry  ( .8 6 7 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word 
O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .9 3 4 )  f o r  the  upper 
l e v e l ,  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g rad es  combined. A l l  th r e e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
9. There  was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd
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R eading In v e n to ry  ( .7 8 1 ) ,  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey . Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 1 8 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and the  
Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 7 9 )  f o r  the  
low er l e v e l ,  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g ra d e s  combined. A l l  t h r e e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
10. There  was a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ience  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
R eading In v e n to ry  ( - .0 7 6 )  and th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ss e s s ­
ment Survey , Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .3 2 2 )  f o r  fe m a les ,  g rade  t h r e e .  The 
c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S tan d a rd  R eading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  
o f  the  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .8 1 3 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t
a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
11. There was a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ience  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .0 5 8 )  f o r  m a le s ,  t h i r d  g ra d e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  
f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S urvey , Achievement 
S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  
was p o s i t i v e  ( .0 2 5 )  and d id  n o t  meet th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t
th e  .05  o r  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S tandard  
Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading 
In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .6 4 1 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .
12 . There  was a  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  S tandard  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .4 9 4 ) ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,
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f o r  fe m a le s ,  s i x t h  g ra d e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey, Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  
T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .2 5 8 )  and d id  n o t  
m eet th e  t e s t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05  o r  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  
T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .3 7 4 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  th e  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
13. There was a  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey, Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .6 5 0 ) ,  th e  S c ience  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .6 8 9 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and th e  
Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 3 4 )  f o r  m a le s ,  
s i x t h  g ra d e .  A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  
c o n f id e n c e .
14. There was a  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievement S e r ie s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
R eading In v e n to ry  ( .8 3 0 ) ,  th e  S c ience  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l 
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .7 2 6 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and the  
Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 4 7 )  f o r  fem ales , 
t h i r d  and s i x t h  g rad es  combined. A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
15. There was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  fo r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia t e s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
R eading  In v e n to ry  ( .8 6 0 ) ,  th e  S c ience  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  Assessment:
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Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B ote l 
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 8 8 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  R eading  In v e n to ry  and 
the  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .9 4 6 )  f o r  
m a le s ,  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g rad es  combined. A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
16. There was a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  the  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey, Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  S tandard  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .1 4 4 )  and th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A s s e s s ­
ment Survey, Achievement S e r i e s  and the  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .2 6 3 )  fo r  p u p i l s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ages  in  
t h i r d  g rad e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  fo r  S tan d a rd  R eading In v e n to ry  and the  
Word O p p o si tes  T es t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .7 9 8 )  
and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
17. There was a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey, Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .0 6 7 )  and th e  S c ience  R esea rch  A s s o c ia te s  A s s e s s ­
ment Survey, Achievement S e r ie s  and th e  Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( - .0 1 1 )  f o r  overage  p u p i l s  in  t h i r d  g rade .
The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  the  S tan d a rd  R eading  In v e n to ry  and the  Word 
O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  the  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  ( .6 9 2 )  
and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
18. There was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey , Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .5 9 2 ) ,  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey , Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T es t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .4 8 2 ) ,  and the  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and the
56
Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .5 7 4 )  f o r  p u p i l s  
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ag es  in  s i x t h  g ra d e .  A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
19. There  was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  the  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S urvey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .4 1 1 ) ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e ,  
and a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A s s e s s ­
ment Survey , A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  
B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .3 9 1 ) ,  w hich d id  n o t  meet th e  t e s t  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  .05  o r  .01  l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e  f o r  overage  p u p i l s  
i n  s i x t h  g ra d e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S ta n d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and 
th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  was p o s i t i v e  
( .8 4 1 )  and s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
20. There  was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ience  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S u rvey . A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .7 9 2 ) ,  th e  S c ien ce  R esea rch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Survey . Achievement S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .7 9 4 ) ,  and th e  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and the  
Word O p p o si tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .9 3 4 )  f o r  overage 
p u p i l s ,  t h i r d  and s i x t h  g ra d e s  combined. A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were 
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
21. There was a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  
A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent S urvey . A chievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  S tan d a rd  
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 5 7 ) ,  th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent 
Su rv e y ,  Achievem ent S e r i e s  and th e  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l 
Reading In v e n to ry  ( .8 2 3 ) ,  and the  S tan d a rd  Reading In v e n to ry  and Lhe
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Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  ( .9 0 2 )  f o r  p u p i l s  
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  ag es  in  g ra d e s  t h r e e  and s i x  combined. A l l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .01 l e v e l  o f  c o n f id e n c e .
W ith in  t h i s  sample o f  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  e lem en ta ry  
p u p i l s ,  th e  Word O p p o s i tes  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  
ap p ea red  to  be a v a l i d  in s t ru m e n t  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
r e a d in g  l e v e l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  upper e lem en ta ry  p u p i l s .  S l i g h t l y  
h ig h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t e s t  ag reem ents  were n o te d  f o r  boys and fo r  
p u p i l s  who were n o t  p la c e d  in  the  lo w es t  ex trem e o f  t h e i r  c l a s s e s  on 
th e  b a s i s  o f  s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  in  r e a d in g .
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Follow -up s t u d i e s  shou ld  be made to  r e f i n e  th e  use  o f  
measurement in s t ru m e n ts  to  i d e n t i f y  ev id en ce  o f  growth made in  r e a d in g  
s k i l l s  by e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d  p u p i l s .
2. S tu d ie s  shou ld  be c o n t in u e d  toward th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  measurement in s t ru m e n ts  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  w i th  th e  lo w est  
ex trem es  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  d is a d v a n ta g e d  p u p i l s .
3 .  F u r th e r  s t u d i e s  shou ld  be made to  d e te rm in e  th e  v a lu e  of 
th e  S c ien ce  R esearch  A s s o c ia te s  A ssessm ent Survey . Achievem ent S e r i e s  
s c o r e s  and th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  Word 
O p p o s i te s  T e s t  o f  th e  B o te l  Reading In v e n to ry  a s  p r e d i c t i v e  m easures 
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s .
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APPENDIX A
A ugust 28, 1972
Mr. W endell H a l l ,  S u p e r in te n d e n t  
West F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h  School Board 
P. 0 .  Drawer B
S t .  F r a n c i s v i l l e ,  LA 70775
Dear Mr. H a l l :
The pu rpose  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  to  r e q u e s t  p e rm is s io n  t o  conduct a 
re a d in g  r e s e a rc h  p r o j e c t  i n  th e  T i t l e  I  s c h o o l ,  B ains  E lem en ta ry ,  
l o c a t e d  i n  West F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h .  T h is  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  be  f o r  p a r t i a l  
f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  my Ph.D. d e g re e  a t  L o u is ia n a  
S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y .
I  w i l l  be  th e  on ly  p e r s o n ,  who i s  n o t  a r e g u l a r  c la s s ro o m  t e a c h e r  a t  
B ains E lem entary  Schoo l,  in v o lv e d  i n  p u p i l  c o n t a c t .  B as ic  p ro c e d u re s  
i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  be: (1) u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t
r e s u l t s ,  (2) i n d i v i d u a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s  
by th e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  and (3) a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  s h o r t  c la s s ro o m  t e s t s  by 
t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  The t e s t  s c o re s  w i l l  be coded , w i th o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to  
p u p i l  names, and c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i l l  be c a l c u l a t e d  to  
d e te rm in e  th e  d eg ree  o f  agreem ent among th e  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  t e s t  s c o r e s .  
The pu rpose  o f  t h e s e  p ro c e d u re s  i s  t o  s tu d y  th e  u se  o f  th e  B o te l  Word 
O p p o s i te s  T e s t  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e a d in g  l e v e l s  o f  a 
sample p o p u la t io n  o f  e d u c a t io n a l ly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  e lem en ta ry  p u p i l s .
The expenses  f o r  p u rc h a se s  o f  th e  in fo rm a l  r e a d in g  i n v e n t o r i e s  and 
th e  B o te l  Word O p p o s i te s  T e s t  w i l l  be  assumed by th e  r e s e a r c h e r .
I  w i l l  be  most w i l l i n g  to  s h a re  th e  t e s t i n g  in fo r m a t io n  w i th  t e a c h e r s  
and s u p e r v is o r y  p e r s o n n e l  a t  any t im e .
Thank you f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .
S in c e r e ly ,
(M rs.) P a tsy  H. P e r r i t t
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APPENDIX B
Septem ber 5 , 1972
M rs. P a ts y  H. P e r r i t t  
815 West G ran t S t r e e t  
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear M rs. P e r r i t t :
A f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  th e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  B ains  E lem enta ry  School and 
th e  p a r i s h  e lem en ta ry  s u p e r v i s o r ,  we would l i k e  to  o f f e r  o u r  su p p o r t  
and c o o p e ra t io n  c o n ce rn in g  y o u r  p roposed  r e a d in g  r e s e a r c h  s tu d y .
We a r e  p le a s e d  to  have you c o n t in u e  d i a g n o s t i c  re a d in g  t e s t i n g  i n  our 
p a r i s h  and s i n c e r e l y  hope t h a t  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  h e lp  t o  improve th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  t e s t i n g  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  d is a d v a n ta g e d  p u p i l s .
S in c e r e ly ,
W endell H. H a l l  
S u p e r in te n d e n t
West F e l i c i a n a  P a r i s h  School Board
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APPENDIX C
PARTICIPATING CLASSES AT 
BAINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
T h ird  Grade 
M rs. J a n i e  Campbell 
M rs. M ild red  Hogans 
M rs. J u a n i t a  Matthews 
M rs. Edine S e a l  
M rs. Nerea Sweeney
S ix th  Grade 
M rs. Connie Chapman 
Mr. Gary D a q u il la  
Mr. J e s s i e  P e rk in s  
M rs. G e r tru d e  Eomsey 
M rs. Dorothy Temple
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P le a se  Note:
Pages 66-80 ,  "Achievement S e r i e s , "  c o p y r i g h t  
1972 by Sc ience  Research A s s o c i a t e s ;
Pages 81 -99 ,  "Examiner ' s  B o o k le t , "  c o p y r i g h t  
by Rober t  A. McCracken; and
Pages 100-103,  "Botel  Reading In v e n to ry  B," 
c o p y r i g h t  1966 by F o l l e t t  P u b l i s h in g  Company, 
n o t  m ic ro f i lm ed  a t  r e q u e s t  o f  a u t h o r .  A v a i l a b l e  
f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a t  th e  L o u i s ian a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
L ib ra r y .
U n i v e r s i t y  M ic ro f i lm s .
VITA.
P a ts y  E la in e  Hagood P e r r i t t  was bo rn  in  S h re v e p o r t ,  L o u is ia n a  
on F eb ru a ry  3 , 1943. She a t t e n d e d  e lem en ta ry  and secondary  sch o o ls  
in  t h a t  c i t y  and g ra d u a ted  from C. E. Byrd High School in  1961. In 
1965 she r e c e iv e d  a B achelo r o f  A r t s  d e g re e  and a M aster  o f  A r ts  
d eg ree  from L o u is ia n a  P o ly te c h n ic  U n iv e r s i ty .
Her t e a c h in g  c a r e e r  began in  September o f  1965 a s  a f o u r th  
g rade  t e a c h e r  a t  Brookstown E lem en ta ry  School in  Baton Rouge,
L o u is ia n a .  A f t e r  th r e e  y e a r s  o f  p u b l ic  sch o o l  te a c h in g ,  she e n te r e d  
L o u is ian a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  and began c o l l e g e  work in  th e  a r e a  o f  
re a d in g  and l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e .  From 1968 to  th e  p r e s e n t  tim e she has 
been employed by L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  in  v a r io u s  c a p a c i t i e s .
She i n s t r u c t e d  and a c te d  a s  l i b r a r i a n  f o r  summer programs in  r e a d in g  
from 1968-1971. She ta u g h t  c o u rs e s  in  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  in  the  
School o f  L ib ra r y  S c ience  and c o u rs e s  in  sch o o l l i b r a r i e s  in  th e  
D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n .  In  1971 she r e c e iv e d  a M aste r  o f  S c ien ce  
d e g re e  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  from L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty .
She i s  m a r r ie d  to  Ronald Q uen tin  P e r r i t t .
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